—— — 


IN 


CES TE R 


Preach'd at the 


88 IZ E S 


March 28th. 1707. 


* 


A 
” 
2 0 — 
- 
. * 


—— „ F 3 wy 


— 


* 
3 *** — _ ' IE 


* 


Unanimity i in the J — A neceſſary Duty, 1 
with the Means of * it. 


„6 


| | | 
. S E R M O N 
ASSIZES |! 


| KL. D AF 3 

LEICESTER|| 

| Before M. Fuſtice Gould || 

1 1 March 28th. * 

By JOHN ALLETNE, B.D Reder off | 
Loughborough, and nd formerly Fellow of Em-| | 
manuel College in CAMBRIDGE. 


—— 
* 


Publ ij d at the Requeſt of the High-Sheriff, * 
Gentlemen of the Grand. Fury. 


1 prin Gp „me uten, roy akpTropires ran ait * & 
| mad ias, ef xvBtics F D » cv mvepHe a9. Ty edv a- 
* i Epheſ. 4- 51 


CAMBRIDGE: 


Printed at the Un1veRsTY-PRESS, for Richard Thurlbourne Bookſeller | * 
in Cambridge, 1707. 5 


$8 


„ 8 — 
„* — = + bo 


— 5 —_— 


3 


: 
F 


-">-—> - + 


—— EET 


K vm 


r 


Ld 
þ © 
#” . 
* 9 
* * 
72 fs 
wo 9 
0 43 
2 1 
2 
1 * 
* Lo 
-q © 
$2. A 
9 ** 
"s 
$43 
IS 
— — fs 
— *w 
43 © 
- 
- 4 
* 
4 
> 
{ 1 
4 
- > Po ad 
R 2 
1 8 
5 OF + 
„„ 
1 
7 1 
Fm. C3 p 
f . 
5 * 
3 
-- 
2 
* 
> 
a 
. 4 
4 0 
* 
« 
k 
* — 
= 
- - 


* 


—— ow 


TO THE 


RIGHT WORSHIPFUL 
Clifton Pack, Eſq; 
High-Sheriff of the County of 
L ETCES TRAM 
AND TO THE 


HONORABLE GENTLEMEN 
0 F THE 


G RAND-JURY. 
N ( 
DISCOURSE 
is dedicated with all 
Reſpect and Humility, | 
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JO. ALLETNE. 


Now the God of Patience and Conſolation grant you 
to be like-minded one towards another, according 
to Chriſt Feſus: That ye may with one Mind 
and one Mouth glorify God, even the Father 
of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 


T. Paul's Example and Authority is very much 
recommended to us, as a powerful Inſtance. 
of Chriſtian Charity, as indeed it is, to in- 
? ſtruct us all in a due compaſſionate comply- 
ance towards ſuch as differ from us in Opinion and 
Judgment. 


But certainly they abuſe the Apoſtle's meaning 
by ſtretching it a great deal too far, who make uſe 
of his Writings or Practice in prejudice of the Truth, 
or 4 firm unanimity in the Truth. In things of 
an indifferent nature not ſetl'd by any Authority, 
which was the Caſe of the Moſaical Law at that 
time, He did, by the Councel and Approbation of 
the Apoſtles, for the furtherance of the Goſpel a- 
mong the Jews, with whom He then liv'd, com- 


ply with the Judaizing Chriſtians in the obſerva- 


tion of legal Rites and Ceremonies, not as a part 
of Religion, as they a W 
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of an indifferent nature, not commanded, nor yet 
forbidden. 


And as He was thus careful to walk charitably 
towards the Jews ; ſo Hewasnolefscareful to walk 
charitably towards the Gentiles alſo. For if He 

Acts 16. 3. did Circumciſe Timothy for fear of giving offence 
and ſcandal to the Jews, tis as well known, that 
Gal. 2. 3. He wou d not Circumciſe Titus, leſt hereby He ſhould 
give a real ſcandal to the Gentiles: and as He had the 
advice of the Apoſtles in the one Caſe, ſo he had 
their concurrance and approbation in the other: by 
whichPractice he has given us this uſeful Leſſon, to be 
tender and compaſſionate indeed to all ſuch as are in 
error, in order to their inſtruction and better informa- 
tion; but ſtill with that Prudence and Caution, as to 
give no juſt offence to ſuch as embrace the Truth. We 
are then to do nothing againſt the Truth, but all 
for the Truth. The true Spirit of Chriſtianity is 
to be eharitable and compaſſionate unto all: but ſo 
to exerciſe our Charity towards ſuch as are in error, 
as not to drive others into it. This was our Apo- 
ſtles Care and Practice in all his condeſcenſions, 
and if we pretend to imitate his example, it muſt 
be ours alſo. 


St. Pau. was not ſhy in declaring his Opinion 

as tothe Abrogation of the Moſaical Law. I know, 

Rom. 14. ſaios He, and am perſuaded by the Lord Feſus, 
122 that there is nothing unclean of its ſelf. Nay He 
calls them weak and infirm Chriſtians, that were of 

a contrary Judgment. Alcho' He had Bowels of 
Mercy and Compaſſion for ſuch as did not under- 

ſtand their Chriſtian Liberty, yet at the fame = 
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He ſhews his Charity towards them: He wou'd not 
encourage them in their Error, and much leſs diſ- 
courage others from the Truth. His endeavours 
were always, and upon all occaſions, to do the Of- 
fice of a faithful Apoſtle, to declare the Truth 
according to Chriſt Jeſus, to inſtruct every Body in 
the right way that finally they might all come to be of 
one Mind and of one Judgment: and becauſe when all 
is done, 'tis God alone that can make Men. thus 
to be of one Mind; He directs his fervent Prayers 
unto Heaven, that He wou'd vouchſafe of his Mer- 
cy and Goodneſs to guide them all by his Holy 
Spirit, in the way of Truth and Unity. Now the 
Cod of Patience and Conſolation grant you to be like- 
minded one towards another, according to Chriſt Fe- 
ſus: That ye may with one mind and one mouth 
glorify God even the father of our Lord Feſus 
Chriſt. | 7 yin oval 


I confeſs all Interpreters are not agreed in the ſame 
explication of theſe words of St. Paul. Some interpret 
them as importing no morethan an Unity of Charity 
or Forbearance of one another in differences of opinion. 
Others again think they imply a great deal more; 
vis, an Unity of Mind and fudgment in the Truth 
of the Goſpel. Tis not unlikely the Apoſtle might 
have an eye to both theſe ſenſes, for He ſeems all 
along in this and the foregoing Chapter to recom- 
mend a mutual Charity and Affection, as the beſt 
way to bring them all at laſt to a cloſer Unity of 
Mind and Judgment. The words will admit both 
theſe Interpretations, and both are doubtleſs 'the 
Doctrine of St. Paul; but they that recommend the 
former excluſive of the latter, are much too * 

| or 
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for the full ſenſe and meaning of our Apoſtle, as 
1 hope will appear in the enſuing Diſcourſe. 


In treating on theſe words therefore I ſhall 
ſhew; 1 | 


I. That there is an indifpenſible obligation 
upon all Chriſtians to be of one Mind and of one 
Judgment. 8 FT 


II. That the Center of this Unity ought to be 
the word of God: We are all to be of one Mind 
and of one Judgment according to Chriſt Jeſus. 


III. As we are obliged to be Unanimous in 
the Truth of the Goſpel, ſe lll endeavour to ſhew 
you what particular Directions the Holy Scriptures 
have given us for the Attainment of this Chri- 


ſtian Unity. Firſt, 


I amto ſhew : That there is an indiſpenſable obli- 
gation upon all Chriſtians to be of one Mind and of 
one Judgment. An Unity of Charity and Affe- 
ction is Chriſtian and praiſe-worthy ; but *tis not 
the only, nor yet the principal Unity that our hol 
Religion recommendeth to us. Tis the unhappineſs 
of our times, that makes us apt to believe ſo. We 
have been ſo long accuſtom'd to Factions and Di- 
viſions in the Church of God, that at laſt we are 
almoſt grown inſenſible of the Evil of them. Tis 
ſo Univerſal a Diſtemper both with relation to time 
and place, that perhaps ſome may think it to be 
the true natural genuine State of the Church, and 
that we ought to proceed no further in our Ser- 
mons 


uh the means of obtaining it. 5 


mons and Exhortations to the People, than to preſs 
them only to an Unity of Affection and Charity: 
But we have not ſo learned Chriſt, nor been ſo ill 
inſtructed by our own Chur, which teacheth us 
to pray that all who confeſs Gods holy name may a- 
gree in the truth of his holy word, as well as live 
in unity and godly love. 


And this She learnt both from Chriſt and his 
Apoſtles too: for altho' our bleſſed Lord did not 
found his Church upon Earth in his own time, yer 
He prayed very Aﬀectionately for it, juſt before 
He laid down his life upon the Croſs. Now in 

this Divine Prayer, you may plainly ſee what a 
perfect Unity He intended to eſtabliſh between the 
Members of it. For thus He prays in her behalf 
to his Heavenly Father. Holy Father! keep thro' 
thine own Name thoſe whom thou haſt given me, 
that they may be one as we are. Santtify them thro 
thy Truth: thy word is Truth. Neither pray J for joh. 
theſe alone, but for them alſo which ſhall believe on 
me thro their word, that they all may be one in us. 

J in them, and thou in me, that they may be perfect 

in one. f 


17. 


Now, can any one imagine, who conſiders theſe 
pathetical Expreſſions of our Lord, that the Uni- 
ty He here fo ardently prays for, can be any thing 
leſs than the moſt perfect Unity? vig. an Unity 
of Judgment, an Unity of Worſhip, an Unity of | 
Affection, and even a Divine Unity. How can ' 
the Members of Chriſt's Church be one, as He 9 
and his Father is one, unleſs they be join d toge- 1" 
ther in the moſt m_— Unity that can be? Do's 

2 not 
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not our Lord pray that they may be perfected in 
one; and how can this poſſibly be done, but by 
the very Perfection of all Unity? 


That this is the true ſenſe and meaning of this 
divine Prayer, we ſhall not be unwilling to be- 
lieve, if we reflect upon the Happy State and 
Condition of the firſt Chriſtian Church that was 
planted in the World, which was at Jeruſalem; 
the Members whereof, are not only ſaid to con- 
tinue ſteadfaſtly in the Apoſtles Doctrine and 
Fellowſhip, and in breaking of Bread and in Pray. 

5w34x- er, but all this, with one Accord or one Mind. Nay 
_ As 2 ſuch was the Perfection of their Unanimity, that 
i x«e« e the Holy Spirit expreſſeth it by their having but 
* one Heart and one Soul. 81 


What words can expreſs a greater Unity among 
Men than theſe? what can we ſay more of the moſt 
Unanimous Perſons in the World, than that they 
have all but one Heart and one Soul? Do's not 
this imply, that the Members of this Church, were 
perfectly join d together in the ſame Mind and 
in the ſame judgment, and not only in the bonds 
of Charity and Affection? Nay might we not uſe 
the Expreſſion of our Lord, and even ſay, they 
were perfected in one, as far as Humane Nature 
is capable of Perfection in this mortal State? 


Here then you ſee a Chriſtian Church as it 
were in Perfection: This is the true Pattern and 
Exemplar; by this Model we may know what a 
Church of God ought to be: This was the Origi- 

nal State of the Church, and happy had it been 
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for all Generations, had this continued to be te 
State of it to this very day. But the ſeeds of Diviſion 
were ſoon ſown in the Church of God, and were 
not long before they ſprang up and appeared too. 
Our Bleſſed Saviour fore warned his Diſciples of 
this in the Parable of the Wheat and Tares; ſo 
that we cannot be to ſeek whence all our Divi- 
ſtons come, tis our common Enemy that ſows 
theſe Tares among us, He did it in the very Apo- 
ſtles days, and he will never ceaſe to do it to the end 
of the World. 3 5 


But what then? what if bad Men acted by this 
Evil Spirit will not keep the Unity of the Spirit in 
the bond of peace? What if they do bandy into Fa- 
crions and Parties, and rend the Church of Chriſt in 
pieces; ſhall the wickedneſs of Men cancel the obliga- 
tionof God? Are not all Chriſtians nevertheleſs obli- 
ged to be of one Heart and of one Mind, becauſe ſome 
are ſo wicked that they will not do their Duty, as 
they ought to do? Muſt we corrupt and alter our 

holy Religion, becauſe we our ſelves are not ſo 
holy as we ought to be? God forbid! The Truth 
of Religion is always the ſame, and all Chriſtia 
ought to be Unanimous in it, whether they vl 
do their Duty in this particular or no. 50 


- 


The Apoſtles themſelves had plenty of Diviſions: 
in their times, as well as we have in ours; and yet 
they ceaſed not to exhort the People conſtantly to 
be of one Mind and of one Fudgment ; and thatwery 
affectionately. too, as laying a great ſtreſs upon this 
Chriſtian Duty, Now I beſeech you brethren, ſaies i cor, 1. 
St. Paul, by the name of 15 Lord feſus Chriſt, that 10. 
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Eph. 4. 4» 
&c. 


Phil. 2. 1 


ye all ſpeak the ſame thing, and that there be no di. 
viſions among you; but that ye be perfettly joined to- 
gether in the ſame mind, and in the ſame Fude- 


” 


Where you may ſee plainly, if you will take 
St. Paul's judgment: That an Unity of Charity and 
Forbearance is not enough, unleſs we proceed far- 
ther, and learn both to think and ſpeak the ſame thing 
too. And indeed they ſeem not to underſtand the 
very nature of their Religion who talk otherwiſe : 
For in Chriſtianity we find nothing but Unity. 


of 


one Baptiſm, one God and Father of all. . 


N ow how can Diviſions be confiſtant with ſuch 
a Religion? Nay how can we poſſibly reconcile 


them to one body? Are not the Members of the 


Natural Body cloſely knit together? Is there any 
Separation or Diviſion among them; and is this 
Natural Union a true Image and Repreſentation 
of our Spiritual Union? If it be; we muſt then con- 
clude, that there ought to be no Divition among 
he Members of Chriſt's Body, the Church, but that 
we ought all of us to agree together in ail things, 
even in the moſt perfect Unity: For which Reaſon 
it is, that we find our Apoſtle ſo very vehement 
to this purpoſe in his Epiſtle to the Philippians. 
F there be therefore any conſolation in Chriſt, if any 
comfort of love, if any fellowſhip of the Spirit, if 
py bowels and mercies, fulfil ye my joy, that ye be 


like-minded, having the ſame love, being of one ac- 


cord, of one mind. 


Here 


| Unanimity in the Truth a neceſſary duty, 


One body, one ſpirit, one hope, one Lord, one Faith, 
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Here we have an entire Chriſtian Unity expreſs. 
ſed, one that comprehends an Unity of Charity 
and Judgment too; for ſo do's the Apoſtle inter- 
pret their being like- minded; not only that they 
ſhould have the ſame Love one towards another; 
but alſo that they ſhould be of one Accord and of 
one Mind. | | | 


— 


Where we may obſerve that the Greek word is 
much akin to that which the holy Spirit maketh uſe 
of, for expreſſing the Unity of the firſt Chriſtian 
Church at Feruſalem. For as the Members of that 
Church are ſaid to have but l {xn one Soul; ſo 
are all Chriſtians here commanded to be ovuuyas. 
of one Soul, Mind and Spirit, and ſo agree in the 
ſame happy Unity, as that Church did. 


The Holy Scriptures then you ſee are plain and 
expreſs as to my firſt Point: that all Chriſtians 
ought to agree in the ſame Mind, and in the ſame 
Judgment But how then you'l ſay, muſt we be 
all Lutherans, or muſt we be all Calviniſts, or muſt 
we be all Papiſts, or what muſt we all be? What 
muſt be the Center of our Unanimity? To this I 
anſwer, nor Luther, nor Calvin, nor Pope, nor 
any Man upon Earth, no nor yet an Angel from 
Heaven, but the word of God, which is the Go- 
ſpel of Jeſus Chrift. For, 
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II. As we are obliged to be of one Mind and 
of one Judgment; ſo this Unity muſt be according 
to Chriſt Jeſus. He is the May, and the Truth, and ſoh. 14.6. 
the Life: He is the Captain of our Salvation: He 
has ſpoken to. us in his Word, and his s 
| | e 
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the Truth: Chriſt is our Head, and we ought not 

to follow any other; and his Word is the Truth, 

and we ought to hear nothing elſe: If we be 

Chriſt's Sheep, we muſt hear his Voice alone: 

What he has ſaid is Truth, and in this Truth ought 
to be our —  - 8 winks th: | 

We ought to be inſtructed in no other Doctrine, 

Eph. 4.21. but as the Truth is in Feſus: when we ſpeak in 

: Tim. 2.7. Teligious Matters, we ought to ſpeak the Truth in 

Chriſt: he that carries not Chriſt's Truth in his 

Mouth is a deceiver, and we are not to hear him, 

whoſoever he be. For as the Apoſtle has cold us, 

he lies under the Curſe and Malediction of God. 

If we, ſays St. Paul, or an Angel from Heaven 

preach any other Goſpel, than what you have re- 

ceived, let him be accurſed: and rhis is a Truth 

ſo much to be regarded, that our Apoſtle thought 

Gal1.8,9.fit to urge it agam by a Second and more vehe- 

ment Aﬀeveration. As ſaid before, ſo ſay I now 

again: if any Man preach any other Goſvel unto 

you, than that ye have received, let him be accur- 

ſed. And as the Truth of the Goſpel is only to 

Tim. , be preached; fo the Truth of the Goſpel ought 

4 © only to be heard: otherwiſe we turn away from 

2 Tim. 3. he Truth, we reſiſt the Truth, we do err from 

Jam. g. 19. he Truth. In this Truth we ought to be fo 

* * unanimous, under Chriſt our Head, that no voice 

of Diviſion ſhould be heard among us; no not fo 

much, as I am of Paul, and I of Apolios, and 1 

of Cephas, and I of Chriſt: For we have but one 

Head Chrift Jeſus, and to chooſe Paul, or Apollos, 

or Peter, or any other; be they what they will; 

whether an Apoſtle, or even an Angel of Lighr 

| for 
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for our Head and Captain, is to divide Chriſt and 
break the Chriſtian Unity. 


As we are to hold nothing but the Truth, ſo 
we are to hold it only under one Head; and altho* 
we do keep firmly unto the Truth, and yet do 
not as firmly keep to our Head Chriſt Jeſus; we 
are guilty of making Diviſions in the Church of 
Chriſt, and that by the Doctrine of the Apoſtle 
St. Paul. | 


They that make themſelves Heads of Parties, 
and they that chooſe ſuch Heads, are both equally 
Schiſmatical. The Apoſtles to be ſure preaching 
all by the Inſpiration of the Holy Ghoſt, ſpoke 
the ſame Truth; they that were for Paul, and 
they that were for Apollos, and they that were for 
Cephas heard nothing doubtleſs from any of them 
but the Truth of the Goſpel, ſo that in that Re- 
ſpe& they were not to be blamed; but their Fault 
lay here: whereas we have but one Head Chriſt 
Jeſus, they choſe unto themſelves many Heads, and 
by ſo doing vertually renounc'd Chriſt their Head, 
violated his Right and Sovereignty, divided his 
Body into Factions and Parties, and upon that ac- 
count were reproved and condemned by the Apo- 
ſtle. The Church is but one Body; and one 
Body can have but one Head: if we make ſeveral 
Heads, we muſt of neceſſity divide the Body: 
this wee ought not to do our ſelves; nor be per- 
ſwaded to follow any Man whatſoever in the 
way of Diviſion, no not an Apoſtle, no not an 
Ange! from Heaven. Nor powerful preaching, 
nor powerful praying, nor better Edifica- 

| | tions 
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I Joh. 3. 
20, 


tion, nor having any Mans Perſon in admiration, 
no. nor if he fpeak as never Man fpake, nor any 
thing of this narure can be a ſuffictent Plea for di. 
viding the Body of Chriſt. We are obliged to 
hear the Truth, and we are obliged to hear it too 
in the way of Peace and Unity. This 1s the right 
way, and we ought alFto walk in it with one ac- 
cord. 8 


Tis every Mans indiſpenſible Duty to walk in 
the way of Truth: they reject God who reject his 
Truth, and no Man certainly can have any Right 
to reject his Maker. The word of God then ought 


to regulate us all: By this we are to frame our 


Judgments and our Actions too. is God the God 
of our Wills only, is he not the God of our Under- 


ſtandings alſo? He that thinks not according to 


the Truth of the Goſpel, thinks not as he ought 
to think: and we may be as much in fault for thinł- 
ing wrong, as for doing wrong. He that would 
pleaſe God, muſt be as careful to get a right un- 
derſtanding, as conſcientious to act according to his 
Judgment. _ 


Let Men ſet the Power of Conſcience as high 
as they will, they muſt ſti) remember that God is 
greater than our heart; and knoweth all things. If 
our judgments be notconformable to the Will and 
Mind of God declared in the Goſpel; 'tis our in- 
difpenſible Duty to regulate and reform them: for 
if we be negligent and remiſs, an Erroneous Con- 
ſcience will by no means excuſe us. | 


To 


* * PF) ** 
8 3 


uh the means of o aing i. 


| To tell us therefore, as the Author of the Rights 
of the Chriſtian Church do's, that every Man is 
under an indiſpenſible obligation to worſhip God, 
after the Manner he thinks moft agreeable to his 
Will, and in all Religious matters whatever to fol- 
low the Dictates of his own Conſcience; without 
telling us that we are under à greater and more in- 
diſpenſible obligation to worſhip God after that 
particular Manner which he has declar'd to be his 
Will, looks very prophanely ; as if he was advancing 
Conſcience above the Throne of God: and to ſay 
the very beſt of it, tis but telling us our Duty by 
the halves, and concealing the better half too. 


— 


—. 


— 
» 
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This Author can not be ignorant what Ex- 
travagances Men have run into under a Colour of 
Conſcience; and to talk at this looſe Rate at This 
Time, can admit of no better an interpretation, 
than a manifeſt Deſign to let all Men looſe to fol- 
low every Hypocritical Pretence of Confcience 
whatſoever, and run into all the exceſles of a 
Religious Frenzy. We ought. not to handle 
the word of God on this manner, but with the 
Apoſtles, renounce all the hidden things of diſbo- 


— * 
ir T 


neſty, not walking in craftineſs, nor handling the d , 


word of God deceitfully, but by Manifeſtation of the 2Cor. 4. 2. 
truth, commend our ſelves to every Mans conſcience 
in the ſight of God. The Author of the Rights has 
indeed commended Himſelf with a witneſs to every 
Mans Conſcience; but how he has behaved himſelf 
with reſpect to the reſt of the Character, is beft 
known to God and his Own. If He means ſo well 
to the Church and Religion, as he pretends; tis 
to be hoped He'll explain himſelf better in the Se- 
G42 cond 
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cond Part of his Book: and when he endeavours 
to perſwade Men to follow the Dictates of their 
own Conſcience, endeavour at the ſame time to per- 
ſwade them to be careful to * Es their Conſcien- 
ces by the Rule of Gods word. 


For he will do no ſervice to God nor Religion, 
nor the Souls of Men, by perſwading them abſolutely 
without any farther Directions to follow the Di- 
Ctates of their own Conſcience. The holy Scrip- 

Heb. 10. tyres. will inform him that there are Evil Conſcien- 
3 ces, De filed Conſciences, nay Conſciences ſeared with 
x Tim. 4. an hot iron: And is he reſolved to perſwade Men 
to follow the Dictates of ſuch Conſciences as 
theſe? whether can they follow them but to the 
very. pit of Deſtruction? And. who then, I pray, is 
the beſt Friend, he that tells them, that they are 
under an indiſpenſible obligation to follow the 
Dictates of them; or he that tells them, tis their 
* Duty to purge, regulate and reform 
them? 


Did not St. Paul in the very Height of all his 

Perſecutions follow the Dictates of his own Con- 
ſcience? Did not he then think that he ought to 

Acts 26. 4 many things contrary to the Name of Feſus? 
* And yet he ought not to have committed all 
theſe Outrages againſt the Church of Chriſt: Do's 
| 1Tim. 1. he not own that He was a Blaſphemer, a Perſecutor, 
and what not, for ſo doing? Our Bleſſed Saviour tells 
| Ts, 16. 2. his Diſciples, that the time ſhou d come when they that 
kill'd them ſbhou d think they did God Service: and if 
not thinking harm by our ſelves wou'd excuſe us, the 
very Crucifiers of our Lord wou'd be found ee 
when 


OI 
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when they committed the moſt barbarous wieked- 

neſs, that ever was committed in the World: For 

they have the Teſtimony of Chriſt himſelf, that 

they knew not that they did Evil: Father, forgive luke 2 
them, they know not what they do. Now what can 34. 
we conclude from ſuch Inſtances as theſe, but that 

a Man may think himſelf even into Hell; if he do's 

not take care to regulate his Thoughts. by the 

Truth of the Goſpel? | | 


Tis a very plauſible thing, I confeſs, to tell Men, 
that tis their natural Right and Privilege, and L 
know. not what, 70. worſozp God in their own way, 
and to inſinuate as if every body was for Perſecu- 
tion, that uſed not the ſame Language; but all this 
is mere Artifice and Colour: for the Truth of the 
Goſpel, we are certain, is not for Perſecution; but 
what Mens thoughts are or may be, is very uncer- 
tain. Some the Author of the Rights knows very 
well, who are for Perſecuting all Hereticks even unto 
death: and how many more may think fit to fol- 
low their Example, if time ſhou'd ſerve, is more 
than he can pretend to tell. But be they never ſo 
many of a Perſecuting. Conſcience, they are all un- 
der an indiſpenſible obligation to, Perſecute: ſa 
that let.any Man judge whether this Notion that 
this Author ſeems to be ſo very fond of, is ever. 
like to do the World any Good. When all is 
done, *tis the beſt 4 for us all to enquire for 
the good Old way of Truth and Sincerity, which 
Jeſus Chriſt has reveal d in his holy. Goſpel. This 
and nothing elſe can effectually fave. us all. from 
Perſecution: this has Chriſt directed us to walk. 
in; and therefore in this. we ought to walk una- 
0 nimouſly, 
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nimouſſy, which brings me to my laſt Particu- 
lar. Which is to ſhew: Thirdly 


III. What particular Directions the Holy 
Scriptures have given us for the Attainment of 
this Chriſtian Unity. As to the Holy Scripty- 
res being our Rule all Proteſtants are agreed: let 
our Differences of Opinion be what they will, we 
are all ready enough to appeal to the Authority 
of the Holy Scriptures in the defence of them. We 
agree then in the Rule, but we differ in the Ap- 
plication of it. Some interpret it one way and ſome 
another. What then muft we do as to the Inter. 
pretation of the Rule? Who or what muſt be the 

Interpreter, for the Interpretation of the Rule is 
really the Rule? 9 FO. 


Now here the Author of the Rights will have it; 
that we muſt of Neceſſity either chooſe a Roman 
Infallible Guide, or every Man follow his own pri- 
vate Spirit, and fo be his own Cuids and Interpre- 
ter. But we are not under ſuch a neceſſity as he 
inſinuates: for the Holy Scriptures direct us to a 
far better and more Infallible Guide to be our In- 
terpreter, and that is the Holy Spirit of God, in 
whoſe Interpretation we ought all to agree. For 

4 Cor. 12. we are all baptized by this one Spirit into one Bo- 
13. ay; and as this one Spirit indited the Holy Scriptures, 
ſo it muſt interpret them too, or we can never un- 

Rom. 8. derſtand them aright. "Tis this Hpirit that beareth 
26 witneſs weth our Spirit, that we are the children of God, 
Jo. 16.13. or we can never know that we are fo. In like 
1102-24: manner, tis this Spirit that guideth our Spirit in the 
Knowledge of the Truth, or we can never attain 

unto 


+ 


And therefore St. Peter tells us in expreſs words 7%, 3* 


fooliſbneſs unto him: neither can he know them," ©" 2. 


Carnal Wiſdom puffeth up, bur it edifyeth not, 


n 


e | * — —ꝛů ACRE 
unto ſaving Knowledge at all. For the word of col. 1. 25, 
God is the word of the Spirit, containing the hid- 25%. 3. 
den things of God in a Myſtery, and therefore tis 5, 9 

a ſealed Book to all thoſe that are deſtitute of this 

Spirit. What Man, ſaies the Apoſtle, Knoweth 

the things of a man, ſave the Spirit of man which' or. 2. 
is in him, even ſo the things of God knoweth no 
man but the Spirit of God. Tis this Spirit which 


ſearcheth all things, even the hidden things of God. ow 4 


that no prophecy of the ſcripture is of any private 2Pet.1.20.. 
interpretation. 


'Tis not then any Mans Private Spirit, but the 
Spirit of God that muſt lead us all into Truth, 
and Peace and Unity. As to our own private 
Spirit, St. Pau} will ſhew us we have no great rea- 
ſon to depend on that; for the natural man recetuveth 
not the things of the Spirit of God, for they are 
becauſe they are Spiritually diſcerned. Wit and © 
Parts and Learning, even all the accompliſhments- - 
of Nature and Study, are but the $eamwua Tis o 
the Wiſdom of the Fleſh, and that we are aſſurd 
can never guide us in the way of Truth and Salya- 
tion. *Tis the $eua Ty rrwwuarTO! the Wiſdom of 
the Spirit that muſt direct us here: Becauſe the 
carnal mind is enmity againſt God: for it is not Rom. 8. 6. 
ſubjeft to the law of God, neither indeed can be. 7. 


and therefore we are commanded not to think too Mr ine 
highly of ourſelves, but to zhink ſoberly as God e, 
hath dealt to every Man the meaſure of Faith. Not NN 3* i 1 
to be wiſe in our own conceits. Not to lean to our pror. 3. 3. 
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1Cor.1.19,0W Underſtanding For it is written, I will de- 
ftroy the Wiſdom of the Wiſe, and will bring to 
nothing the Underſtanding of the Prudent. 


Hereby you may fee that our own Natural Wi. 
dom and Underſtanding will not do. We muſt la. 
bour and pray too for a better Spirit than our own, 
or we ſhall never make any good Progreſs in Re- 
ligious Matters; we can never attain to Truth 
and Unity. And therefore our Holy Mother the 
Church hath taught us when we pray unto God, 

Prayee to grant that all they who confeſs his Holy Name, 
tor the may agree in the Truth of his Holy Word, and 
Militant. Z/Ve in Unity and Godly Love: to beſeech him at 
the ſame time; that he wou'd 7nſpire continually 
the Univerſal Church, with the Spirit of Truth, 
Unity and Concord : and herein She has faithfully 
followed the Directions of the Holy Scriptures, 
and given usa good Example for our pious Imita- 
tion. And we have this Encouragement from our 
Lord himſelf, that if we do ask we ſhall receive: 
Luke 11. For if ye being evil, know how to give good gifts 
23. unto your children; how much more ſhall your hea- 
* Father give the holy Spirit to them that ask 
Him? 


We muſt therefore all learn to pray with Holy 
David, that God of his great Mercy wou'd vouch- 
ſafe to lead and guide us, that he wou'd inſtruct 
and teach us in the way which we ought to go, 
and not take away his Holy Spirit from us. And 
we, muſt learn to pray too with the ſame 'Temper 
and Spirit as he did, with Humility , Meekneſs, 
and Faith: For them that are Meek ſhall he guide 

; is 
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in Judgment, and ſuch as are gentle, them ſhall he 
learn his way. May the God of Grace and Peace 
and Love inſpire us all with ſuch a Chriſtian tem- 
pw as he will vouchſafe to lead in the way of 


— 


ruth and Unity. 


But are there not many falſe Spirits gone out 
into the World, and do not all Pretend to be 
the True One? Nay as to the Holy Spirit of God, 
the very beſt of Men have it but in meaſure: there 
is nothing perfect in this Life: a Mixture of Fleſh 
and Spirit is to be found in all. The Apoſtles 
themſelves had ſome Carnality, enough it ſeems to 
make differences among them: And what then 
ſhall we do when Reaſonings are oppoſed unto 
Reaſonings, and Spirit unto Spirit: 


In theſe Caſes St. Paul has taught us to appeal 
to the Holy Catholick Church which we believe 
in our Creed. For this is the Houſe and Habita- Wl 
tion of God, the chief Seat and Reſidence of his, — _ 
Holy Spirit, he Pillar and Baſs of Truth, * the - , 
fulneſs. of him that filleth all in all. By this Church A . 
we ought to try all our Differences: no particular 2.14. 
Perſon, be He never ſo good, can be at all times “ Epheſ. 1. 
ſecure of the Holy Spirit. St. Paul himſelf ſpake 23 
ſometime by Permiſſion and not always by Command,. Cor. 3. 6. 
and well then may any of us, who cannot pretend 
to the Inſpirations of an Apoſtle, doubt whether 14 
we have the Spirit of God or no in our Interpre-: Cor. 7. 
tations of Holy Scripture. The Church of God“ 15 
has a far more ample Promiſe of the Spirit than 
any private Perſon has: Here is the 7>yg@ue the 
Fulneſs of the Spirit; 8 others have it only 
in 
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in an inferior Degree and Meaſure: with good 
reaſon then qught every one to ſubmit his Spirit 
and Reaſonings too to the Judgment of the Church, 
as a Superiour Authority; this I ſay we may 
\ Cor. u. learn from the courſe of St. Paul's Arguments. 
He produces his Reaſons for the Decency and 
Fitneſs. of Womens praying in the Church cover'd 

and not uncover'd; and then becauſe no Argu- 

ments be they never ſo cogent will perſwade ſome 

Men, but they'l till be reaſoning the Caſe for 

ever, he comes at laſt to. the Judgment and Au- 
thority of the Church, as a ſuperiour Argument 

to all Reaſonings whatſoever, in which every Man 

ought finally to Acquieſce ; but if any Man ſeems 

| Cor. 11. % le Contentious, we have no ſuch Cuſtom, neither 
x6. the Churches of God. 


To the Catholick Church then is the laſt and fi- 
nal Appeal; this ought. to ſilence all our Diſputes ; 
we ought not to wrangle about the Senſe and In- 
terpretation of Holy Scripture. when the Voice or 
Prattice of the Church has determin'd the Point; 
in this Caſe we only ſhew our ſelves to be cau- 
tious, and all our Reaſonings are no better than 
vain Janglings. 


And therefore let our Adverſaries wrack their 
Wits and Inventions to the end of the World, 
againſt the Divine Inſiitution of the Miniſtry, Epi- 
— rv the Uſe of 4 Liturgy or Form of Prayer 
an the publick Worſhip of God, and the Power: of 
every. particular Church, as to Rites and Ceremo- 
- 2aes, for the decent and orderly performance of 
Devine Service; the Voice and Practice of the Uni- 
TT (i verſal 
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Unity to be in the Church: but we have no rea- 
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verſal Church of God in relation to all theſ&Par- 
ticulars, ought ſtill to be of greater Moment with 

us, than all their Arguments put together, be they 
never ſo many; as long as we have the conſent of 
all the Churches of God we are ſafe: our Church has 
followed the Spirit of God in his Church, and we 
ought to obey Her herein; and not go aſtray. after 
the fooliſh Reaſonings of Men: for to oppoſe the 
Church in a General Practice, is, to ſpeak with * St. 


5 : s = k * Inſolens- 
Auſtin, 4 piece of moſt inſolent madneſs, no. Private tiſimæ in- 
IT | ' 29 ſaniæ. 
1 1 „ 
Spirit ought to do it. 1 


| | Cap. . 
Let us not then leave the Pillar and Baſis of 


Truth, to follow any ſingle Perſon or Handful of 

Men whatſoever: be their Parts and Learning 

what they will, we know the Spirit of Truth and 
ſon to expect it in Separation from the Church: 
fair and ſpecious Colours may be put upon any” 
Cauſe; and uſually the worſe the Cauſe is, the better 

we find it ſet off, in the Dreſs; but Truth needs 
no Ornaments. She has been from the Beginning 
and is very Antient, but ſtill the more lovely for 
Her Antiquity. 


She has appeared in Every Age of the Church. 
altho not in the ſame Begree of Luſtre and Pu- 
rity, every Jed and Party lay claim unto Her; 
but I think no Church this day ;upon Earth en- 
joys Her in greater Purity. than the Church of 
England, in whoſe Communion we live. Her 
Doctrine, Liturgy and Diſcipline are all founded 
on the word of God, as interpreted by the Holy 

D 2: Cat ho- 
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Catholic Church, and they that will leave ſuch an Au- 


thority to follow any Private Spirit whatſoever, 


do not follow the directions of the Holy Scrip. 
ture, and tis no wonder then if they do go aſtray 


from the Paths of Truth and Unity. 


Now the God of Patience and Conſolation 
grant you to be like-minded one towards 
another according to Chriſt Feſus, that ye 
may with one Mind, and one Mouth glorify 
God even the Father of our Lord Feſus 
Chriſt: To Him be Glory in the Church 
by Chriſt Jeſus throughout all Ages world 
without End. Amen. — 
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